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Thunder, Kings Of The ! 


I J Sn: aran «+ tta niuo m 
World, etc, are about to give wat 


to a new — although strangely 


familiar - 


КЕ 


wy 


Н рече 


STAGE 
2045 hrs - 2230 hrs 


learning, the Kiss name and loc 
— with its longstanding lighteni 
Бой “55 — will be gold-leafed f 
posterity with particular 
prominence and pride. 

After all, this wasn't just 
another pavement-to-penthous 
saga; this was The Great 
American Dream in all its mult 
flavoured glory, a Barnum-esqı 
burn-up to the stars that Бойд! 
went where no (show)man had 
been before, leaving the jaded 
and the joyless gasping for bre 
in a vapour trail of fire, brimst 
and unrepentant flash. 

“Kiss” ('74), “Hotter Than H 
(74), "Dressed To Kill” (75), : 
first three releases saw Kiss 
dramatically setting out its sta! 
but it was '75's "Alive!" — 
regarded Бу all right-minded К 
as one of the greatest road 
records ever — that was the 
watershed, a double album 
perfectly capturing the band in 
full, flared-nostril flow. 

You could smell the greasep. 
and just about make out the rc 
of the crowd above the sound : 
critics eating humble pie... F 
lo, there were those who spake 
out against the mammon, the 
make-up (omni-present) and t 
music (proud to be loud). In a 
world where John Denver was 
king, surely there could be no 
place for these Caped Crusade, 
and their Xtravagant ways. . .? 
Well actually there was, and ís 

Like the Beatles before then 
Kiss were a real gang-of-four 
no weak links; every guy had h 
own individual look (and his o 
solo album — released on the 
same day in Sept. '78), allowir 
fans to both follow the group a 
whole and attach their special 
favour to whichever headstock 
drumstick they desired. 


heavily fuelled by his great lov 
horror films/comix in all their 
ghoulish glory; there was Paul 
Stanley, “The Starchild", ring 
master consummate performei 
suggestive intros and smashed 
guitars a speciality, someone 1 
never needed the make-up to | 
a star around his eye; Peter Ci 
“The Cat", the man who croon 
the million-selling “Beth” (76 
and tlie man atop the Kiss 
drumkit, invariably ridden bro 
style into the lights at the clin 
of the show; and finally Ace 
Frehley, ^The Spaceman", 

“Mr Excitement”, a street-sme 
character with. a rocket-firing 
guitar and an armour-piercing 
laugh. : 

The sleeve of the “Destroyer 
album (76) depicted this 
Fantastic Four as all-conquerii 
Warriors Of The Wasteland, 
charging over a suitably torric 
looking terrain. But what you 
couldn't see — presumably jus 
of frame — was the ever-atten: 
legion of fans, the famed Kiss 
Army, loyal to the Greater Cai 
and delighted today that thes: 
original partners-in-crime are 
together once again and in pr 
smash-and-grab mood to boo 

Fanatical support of this КИ 
however, does demand a 
particular kind of vigilance, a 
of protecting followers from c 
(and sometimes not so cheap 
imitations; as a result, the ba 
had no choice but to take the 
whole fan club/business side 
under their leather-coated wir 
magnanimous approach that 
certainly set a pattern for oth 

„to follow, although — with a fe 
at least — it did cause a certai 
amount of confusion as to whi 
the band was really about... 
Attitude and Music! 


TAGE 


the atom onstage night after night 
and ultimately it wouldn't have 
made much difference — not to the 
tune of 75 million albums anyway! 
Drawing from classic rather than 
comtemporary influences, the 
Founding Four — and of course the 
later Gene and Paul-led line-ups — 
delivered hit albums and singles 
with an amazing sureness of touch, 
forever adding new elements and 
revitalising old ones... 

The rock-dance rumble of “I Was 
Made For Lovin' You" (79), the 
pure pop sheen of the “Unmasked" 
LP (80), the conceptual feast of 
“(Music From) The Elder" (81), 
there was certainly no laurel-resting 
going on here. Music has always 
been (and continues to be) the 
prime motivation, the rest simply 
the icing — though | trust this will 
be laid on thicker and with even 


. more explosive candles now that 


everyone's back for serious 
second helpings! 

On a balmy Brazilian night in 
1983 the make-up came off partly 
because people had stopped telling 
the band to do so, and partly 
because there were extra-curricular 
activities that needed to be pursued, 
new challenges to be met. Now the 
focus is back where it began, the 
time is ripe for a return to roots, 
The Reunion genuinely in demand. 
Kiss, let's face it, are the reason why 
so many of today's acts felt moved 
to get together in the first place, 
most have a cherished Kiss kover 
lurking somewhere up their sleeve, 
and all would no doubt admit that, 
in this context at least, they "Are 
not worthy"! 

Bands and fans alike will truly 
savour this moment. The circus has 
been too long out of town. For 
those who still enjoy the smell of 
flashbombs in the morning, and for 
those who still want the best... 
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АТ НОМЕ WiTH A mere £1.99 every 
ШЕ MEGADETH | masazine in me m 
universe. With mor 


reviews and in-der 
interviews than an 
so-called rock ma 
METAL HAMMER i: 
\ only read for serit 
м4 metal fans. 
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On sale 


MCP and Kennedy Street by arrangement with ITB Presents 
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ARENA 


WEDNESDAY 20TH THURSDAY 21ST MONDAY 25TH 
NOVEMBER 1996 NOVEMBER 1996 NOVEMBER 1996 


TICKETS: £17.50 TICKETS: £17.50 TICKETS: £17.50 
B/O TEL: 0121 780 4133 B/O TEL: 0161 930 8000/ B/O TEL: 0181 900 1234 
0161 832 1111 
OR 0161 242 2500 


TICKETS AVAILABLE BY PERSONAL APPLICATION TO ALL USUAL AGENTS (SUBJECT TO BOOKING FEE! 


IN EUROPE 1996 


MADRID VENUE T. B. C. 
BARCELONA PALAU VAL D’HEBRON 
BRUSSELS FOREST NATIONAL 
PARIS ZENITH 

BERLIN DEUTSCHLANDHALLE 
STOCKHOLM ICESTADIUM 
GOTHENBURG SCANDINAVIUM 
OSLO SPEKTRUM 

ROTTERDAM AHOY 
OBERHAUSEN ARENA 

PRAGUE SPORTSHALL 

PRAGUE SPORTSHALL 

VIENNA ROCKHALLE 


IRENE NYNEX arena y 


Manchester 
BIRMI N HAM — 


